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Dreamworker	is	a	retired	educator	who	spent	26	years	teaching	in	both	middle	and	high	schools	nationwide.If	you	want	to	get	people	to	read	the	articles	you	write	for	online	consumption,	you	must	be	willing	to	spend	time	and	effort	working	on	them.	You	also	need	a	plan	that	will	encourage	people	to	take	a	look	at	your	articles.Titles	must	entice,
photos	must	be	creative	and	must	support	the	topic	you're	writing	about,	and	topics	must	meet	a	need	or	answer	a	question.If	you	can	include	personal	experiences	that	enhance	the	point	you	are	making,	do	it.	It's	one	thing	to	write	about	a	robbery,	but	quite	another	to	tell	about	a	personal	experience	you	had	when	you	were	robbed.As	you	can	see,
there	is	much	more	to	attracting	readers	that	knowing	how	to	put	words	together.This	article	will	tell	you	what	I	do.	If	it	works	for	me,	it	will	work	for	you,	too!Tips	to	help	you	attract	more	readers	for	your	online	articles.PixabayWrite	ProperlyWriters	using	improper	grammar,	spelling,	structure	and	organization	will	never	do	well,	because	they	lack
the	skills	to	do	so.English	is	an	extremely	difficult	language,	even	for	native	speakers,	so	unless	you	are	pretty	sure	about	your	skills,	you're	going	to	run	into	problems	when	trying	to	write	for	public	consumption.If	you	cannot	produce	good	work	on	your	own,	you	really	should	not	be	trying	to	write	online.There	are	numerous	editing	programs
available	to	help	people	who	have	problems	in	this	area,	but	those	who	do	best	are	the	ones	who	paid	attention	in	school	and	learned	what	their	Language	Arts	teachers	taught	them!Proofread	EverythingNo	matter	how	well	you	think	you've	done,	always	go	back	and	proofread	your	work.	It	helps	to	use	a	program	such	as	the	one	in	your	word
processor	to	do	so,	but	do	it	every	time.It's	easy	to	make	mistakes,	and	mistakes	reduce	your	credibility	with	readers.	Would	you	take	medical	advice	from	a	writer	who	can't	even	spell	the	name	of	the	disease	he	is	discussing?Write	what	you	know	so	that	you	can	produce	correct	and	meaningful	information.MorguefileWrite	What	You	KnowIt	is	very
difficult	to	write	articles	that	flow	easily	if	they	are	based	on	research	rather	than	personal	experience.	The	reason	is	that	if	you	use	information	that	is	already	available	on	the	web,	it’s	difficult	to	“spin”	it	to	make	it	look	like	it’s	your	own.On	the	other	hand,	if	you	write	what	you	know,	there’s	little	or	no	research	involved.	This	frees	you	up	to	make
your	points	but	also	to	add	special	personal	touches	that	make	your	work	unique	and,	therefore,	more	enjoyable	for	the	reader.I	recently	wrote	an	informational	article	about	what	things	are	worth,	but	at	the	end,	I	added	a	zinger	by	telling	the	story	of	how	my	mother	cherished	her	$10	wedding	ring	to	the	point	of	turning	down	a	diamond
engagement	ring	I	once	offered	her.	I	did	this	to	add	interest	and	a	personal	touch	but	also	to	make	the	point	that	value	is	mostly	emotional.Title	CarefullyTitles	can	either	attract	readers	or	drive	them	away.	They	are	the	first	thing	they	see,	so	if	they	don’t	like	them	or	are	not	interested	in	what	they	say,	they	will	not	click	on	your	article.I	am	terrible
with	titles,	so	upon	the	advice	of	one	of	my	team’s	moderators,	I	learned	to	use	this	headline	analyzer.	This	is	a	free	program	that	evaluates	titles	and	helps	you	to	find	one	that	is	most	attractive	to	readers.It’s	amazing	how	changing	just	one	word	can	bring	views	in!The	other	thing	to	remember	is	that	the	more	specific	your	title	is,	the	more	likely	it
will	be	to	attract	readers.	The	difference	between	“Cars”	and	“What	You	Need	to	Know	about	Honda	CRVs”	is	huge!If	you	keep	your	title	simple	and	focus	on	it	as	you	write,	your	article	will	be	easier	to	write	and	easier	to	read	and	will	give	your	reader	what	he	needs.Write	at	Low	Reading	LevelsNewspapers	are	written	on	sixth-grade	reading	levels.
They’ve	been	doing	this	for	years,	and	you	should	do	the	same.Fancy	or	difficult-to-understand	words	turn	people	off,	but	they	find	that	easy-to-read	text	to	be	enjoyable	and	thus	will	be	more	likely	to	want	to	read	them.Online	readers	get	turned	off	when	they	see	long	stretches	of	text.	If	you	want	to	hold	their	attention,	divide	text	into	short	sections
and	write	subtitles	for	each	one.This	way,	people	who	don’t	want	to	spend	a	lot	of	time	reading	can	browse	your	subtitles	and	only	read	the	sections	of	text	that	are	of	interest	to	them.The	subtitles	should	also	serve	as	a	summary	of	what	is	written	so	that	as	the	reader	goes	from	one	to	the	next,	he	sees	the	context	of	what	is	written.In	short,	you	use
your	subtitles	to	tell	a	story.	Someone	browsing	them	should	be	able	to	understand	the	gist	of	your	article	without	having	to	read	the	whole	thing.Use	ListsA	smart	online	writer	always	tries	to	use	lists	because	they	are	powerful	tools	that	help	readers	to	get	a	good	overview	of	an	article	and	also	help	the	writer	organize	his	work.The	best	placement	is
in	the	introduction	because	this	is	where	you	tell	your	reader	what	you	will	be	writing	about.	Thus,	after	making	your	initial	statements,	you	can,	for	example,	tell	them	that	you	are	going	to	tell	them	about	all	of	the	issues	that	support	your	title.For	example,	if	your	title	deals	with	why	people	need	to	train	their	dogs,	you	might	list	things	such	as	that
training	makes	dogseasier	to	control,	more	acceptable	to	neighbors,	safer	and	more	enjoyable	to	own.	Once	you’ve	done	this,	you’ve	created	the	outline	for	your	text	sections	as	well	as	the	bases	for	their	titles.Lists	can	be	used	either	at	the	beginning	of	your	article,	as	noted	above,	or	within	an	article	to	make	certain	points	stand	out.They	are
extremely	effective	and	certainly	help	your	readers	to	clearly	understand	what	it	is	you	are	saying.	Add	Appropriate	ImagesWhen	possible,	you	should	use	images	to	emphasize	the	points	in	your	article.	They	should	be	very	clear,	appropriate,	well	placed,	accredited	and	large	enough	to	stand	out.Each	one	should	carry	a	caption	that	describes	it	and	in
some	way	relates	it	to	the	information	in	the	article.An	image	is	something	that	is	on	the	page	other	than	text,	so	it	does	not	just	have	to	be	a	photo.	You	can	use	videos,	polls,	maps	and	similar	things	as	long	as	they	meet	the	above	criteria.You	should	never	overload	an	article	with	images.	A	few	well-placed	ones	will	be	enough.Keep	It	OriginalEvery
piece	of	text	you	place	online	must	be	original.Quote	sparingly.	Use	your	own	ideas.	If	you	cannot	produce	your	own	videos	and	images,	use	those	that	are	available	for	public	use	and	make	sure	to	accredit	them	properly.	Use	editing	programs	to	modify	them	to	make	them	look	more	original.While	it's	true	that	there	is	nothing	new	in	the	world,	this
does	not	mean	that	you	can't	write	information	in	your	own	words,	include	personal	thoughts	and	experiences	and	do	other	things	to	pump	information	up	a	bit.You	can,	and	you	should!Stay	FocusedIt	is	very	easy	to	veer	off	topic	when	creating	articles.The	best	way	to	avoid	doing	this	is	to	keep	checking	back	with	your	topic	to	make	sure	that	what
you	are	writing	matches	it.For	example,	if	you	are	writing	about	women	who	are	poor	housekeepers,	be	careful	not	to	move	into	a	discussion	of	cleaning	products	that	work	well.	Your	article	is	about	poor	housekeepers,	not	good	cleaning	products!Once	you	have	written,	edited	and	published	your	article,	it's	a	good	idea	to	promote	it.This	can	be	done
in	a	number	of	ways,	but	the	easiest	is	to	make	one	image	for	use	on	Pinterest	after	you	have	opened	an	account	on	that	site.To	do	this,	you	need	to	take	your	best	image	and	put	text	on	it	that	relates	or	refers	to	the	topic	of	your	article.	You'll	need	a	photo	editor	to	do	this.	There	are	many	free	ones	you	can	access	online,	but	I	suggest	paying	the
annual	$50	fee	and	signing	on	to	PicMonkey	because	I	have	found	it	to	be	the	most	user-friendly.You	can	also	open	a	page	on	Facebook	or	join	a	Facebook	group,	sign	up	for	online	groups	where	people	have	an	interest	in	your	topic,	etc.Do	some	research	to	find	out	what	works	best	for	you,	but	do	not	self-promote	on	those	sites.	Keep	it
professional.Evaluate	Your	ProgressYou	should	be	checking	your	charts	regularly	so	that	you	know	how	each	article	is	doing.If	you	see	an	article	losing	ground	with	views,	see	if	you	can	upgrade	it.	If	that	doesn't	work,	let	it	go.You're	better	off	writing	something	fresh	and	new	than	wasting	time	reworking	a	piece	that	has	something	wrong	that
cannot	be	fixed.Articles	that	get	too	much	competition,	are	thin	on	content,	or	are	poorly	put	together	are	examples	of	ones	you	probably	cannot	save.There	are	reasons	why	writing	either	fails	or	succeeds.	It's	your	job	to	find	out	what	that	reason	is	and	to	make	appropriate	changes.Give	Readers	What	They	WantMost	importantly,	you	need	to	give
readers	what	they	want.	If	you	don't	do	this,	none	of	the	other	things	mentioned	here	will	matter.This	article	is	about	what	you	can	do	to	improve	readership.	You	are	reading	it	because	you	want	tips	that	will	help	you	to	do	this.	You	came	here	for	that.	If	I	don't	provide	this	information,	you'll	stop	reading	and	won't	come	back.People	have	all	kinds	of
interests,	and	it's	up	to	you	to	tap	into	them	so	that	your	views	will	go	up.All	of	this	is	a	lot	to	remember,	but	if	you	take	the	time	to	print	this	article	out	and	refer	to	it	regularly,	you	likely	will	see	improvement.Good	luck!This	content	is	accurate	and	true	to	the	best	of	the	author’s	knowledge	and	is	not	meant	to	substitute	for	formal	and	individualized
advice	from	a	qualified	professional.©	2019	Sondra	Rochelle	If	you're	anything	like	me,	then	you	have	a	difficult	time	tearing	yourself	away	from	the	work	you	do	for	any	length	of	time.	Like	Jack	Nicholson	in	The	Shining,	all	work	and	no	play	makes	Jack	a	dull	boy.	Indeed.	That's	why	I	refuse	to	read	business	books.	Not	for	lack	of	interest.	There's
many	a	Drucker	that	has	me	drooling.	Lord	knows	I	need	the	advice.	But	if	I'm	going	to	read,	then	it's	going	to	be	for	relaxation,	stimulation,	and	escape.	Work	has	enough	of	my	mental	cycles.	Why	not	lend	a	few	to	the	world	of	inspiration	as	well?	Photo	by	furryjumpergirlBooklists	Photo	by	eoshinsky	Simply	said,	the	best	place	to	find	out	about	new
books	is	from	your	friends.	Yes,	there	are	social	networks	for	that	kind	of	thing.	I	prefer	an	old	school,	top-down	approach.	If	you're	buying	dead-tree	technology,	the	old	world	system	still	works	handily	for	getting	the	cream	to	rise	to	the	top.	The	age-old	dance	between	Writers,	Agents,	Editors,	Publishers	and	You	has	its	charms.	For	my	money,	there
is	no	substitute	for	the	Sunday	New	York	Times	Book	Review.	There	is	also	the	New	York	Review	of	Books.	Both	of	those	are	the	staples	of	the	elite	and	will	keep	you	in	the	know	if	not	also	inspire	you	to	pick	up	a	title	from	time	to	time.	Aside	from	those,	the	widest	range	of	book	reviews	comes	from	the	larger	local	rags.	I'm	talking	the	Chron,	the
Miami	Herald,	Chicago	Sun-Times,	LA	Times,	and	more.	Stay	tuned	to	what	the	literati	are	writing.	They	are	paid	to	know	what's	up.	Whether	you're	looking	for	crime	fiction	or	sports,	memoir	or	fantasy,	all	of	these	sources	are	committing	a	good	deal	of	effort	in	keeping	you	interested	in	reading.	Bookstores	Photo	by	brewbooks	B.	Dalton's	is	not	a
bookstore.	If	it's	in	an	airport,	it's	crap.	Don't	go	to	Borders	or	Barnes	&	Noble.	The	books	that	the	NY	Times	are	going	to	review,	you'll	be	able	to	find	them	at	your	local	used	bookstore	too.	Find	that	shop.	In	Portland,	Powell's.	In	London,	Hatchard's.	I've	found	used	booksellers	in	the	smallest	towns	a	hundred	miles	from	civilization.	If	you	have	roads,
you	have	books.	But	more	importantly,	find	your	local	bookstore	owner.	Give	her	a	hug.	Visit	frequently,	even	if	only	to	buy	one	book	at	time.	If	you	should	find	yourself	walking	out	with	an	armload	of	tomes,	keep	in	mind	that	a	wall	of	(unread)	books	makes	for	excellent	decor.	In	my	mind,	there	is	no	worthier	cause	for	support	than	the	investment	you
are	making	into	someone	who's	sole	goal	in	life	is	the	stack	of	books	behind	the	counter	that	she	might	think	you	like.	Go,	on,	don't	be	shy.	Bibliophiles	do	not	bite.	Reading	Hour	Photo	by	Moriza	Do	it.	If	your	goal	is	to	unwind,	TV	can	be	awful	tempting.	Resist.	You've	got	your	favorite	shows.	You've	got	TiVo.	Save	the	TV	time	for	social	hour	at	home.
Watch	TV	with	friends.	But	if	you	have	time	to	steal	away	for	yourself,	pick	up	a	book	instead.	If	you're	the	scheduling	type,	and	you	put	everything	in	your	calendar,	then	put	this	in	your	calendar	too:	reading	hour.	Set	aside	one	hour	every	night	for	you,	yourself	and	thou.	No	TV.	Pour	a	glass	of	wine.	Put	on	some	something	ambient.	Pick	up	some
pages,	pops,	it's	reading	hour.	Oh,	do	Toilet	Photo	by	brimelow	If	you	can't	read	for	an	hour,	then	try	10	minutes	a	day.	I,	too,	have	an	incredibly	short	attention	span.	I	find	it	difficult	to	sit	and	read	and	just	plain	relax.	If	I	am	reading,	it's	guaranteed	to	be	interrupted.	Ten	minutes	alone	is	a	luxury	usually	only	afforded	while	adorning	the	throne.	Ah,
yes,	here	I'm	talking	about	the	toilet	read.	It's	the	epitome	of	relaxation.	The	very	face	of	edification.	What	characterizes	the	toilet	read	above	others	is	the	brevity	of	chapters.	My	favorites	are	usually	non-fiction	in	variety	and	can	be	opened	at	any	page	to	be	enjoyed	and	understood.	Here's	a	shortlist	of	contenders:	A	Natural	History	of	the	Senses	by
Diane	Ackerman	DSM-V	The	Intellectual	Devotional	(now	a	series	of	books)	The	Bible	(King	James	edition)	Encyclopedia	of	Rock	n'	Roll	You	can	never	go	wrong	with	the	great	essayists	of	the	modern	era:	Joan	Didion	on	culture	and	relationships	Bruce	Chatwin	on	travel,	art	and	architecture	Anthony	Lane,	on	film,	books,	theater	and	pop	culture	Nick
Tosches,	on	music	Richard	Meltzer,	on	music	Julian	Barnes,	on	London	Now	We're	Talking!	Leave	some	comments,	yeah?	Do	you	have	a	favorite	toilet	read?	What	genres	do	you	find	help	take	your	mind	off	work?	What	books	provide	the	most	inspiration?	What	are	your	favorite	local	bookstore	haunts?	Kelly	Abbott	is	the	founder	of	Dandelife.	His
weekend	series,	Ungeek	to	Live,	highlights	ways	you	can	get	things	done	without	always	involving	tech.
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