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Ryan-Thomas Shaw / Android Authority Android has numerous settings that allow you to customize your smartphone and take control of your security and privacy. Many important Android settings are enabled by default, including the popular Find My Device feature. However, there are some Android settings that you need to manually enable (or
disable) to take your Android game to the next level. Disable application shortcutsRyan-Thomas Shaw / Android Authority By default, new applications downloaded from the Play Store appear as shortcuts on the home screen. This is an annoying feature that doesn't add much value as not every app you download is important enough to take up
valuable home screen space. This is especially annoying when you get a new phone and the device automatically downloads all the apps associated with your account, leaving dozens of icons to clean up. Fortunately, this feature can be easily turned off. Press and hold the home screen and tap on "Home settings" which will appear below. Then just
uncheck "Add icon to home screen" and you're done. Just remember that the exact path may vary slightly from device to device. Step by step instructions: Long press on any home screen. Tap "Home Screen" below. Disable "Add icon to home screen" in Android settings. Opting Out of Personalized AdsEdgar Cervantes / Android AuthorityGoogle likes
to track your online activity to learn more about you and show you personalized ads based on your interests, all in the hope of making you more likely to click through. If you google "cheap smartphones" and hope to find a good deal on a mobile phone, you'll soon see ads from various phone retailers. Some people have no problem with Google's
strategy, others do. If you fall into the latter group, your best bet is to opt out of personalized ads. To do this, go to Settings > Google > Ads and tapOpt out of ad personalization. This does not mean that these annoying ads will magically disappear from the Internet. You will still see them, but they will no longer be based on your interests. Step by
step instructions. Open the Android settings menu. Click on Google. Select Advertisement. Click on "Opt out of ad personalization". Enabling Instant Apps David Imel / Android Authority Instant Apps allow you to use an app without completely downloading it to your phone: just search for it in the Play Store and click Try. This is useful for apps you
only want to use once (or occasionally) and those you want to try before downloading. It's like taking a car for a test drive and then deciding if it's worth buying. Video: Android Instant Apps: What do they mean for users and developers? To use this feature, you must first enable it. Go to Settings > Google > Account Services > Google Play Instant,
click Update Web Links and you're done. Just be aware that there aren't many apps that support this feature, but there are a few others to choose from, including Red Bull TV and BuzzFeed. Step by step instructions. Open the settings menu. Click on Google. Select the "Account Services" option. Click on Google Play Instant. Click the "Update Web
Links" option. Customize your notification settings. Ryan-Thomas Shaw/Android Authority In hopes of extending the battery life of their devices, manufacturers often employ aggressive battery management tactics. This has its downsides, especially when it comes to notifications that often don't arrive when they should. I had this problem with my
Huawei phone not showing my important notifications until I unlock the device. This meant I didn't get a notification when a colleague sent me a Slack message or when I got an important email I was expecting. Fortunately, there is a simple solution to this. Go to device settings, click on "Battery" andSelect "Battery optimization". In the next step,
select the app whose notifications you want to see in good time and click on "Do not optimize". This may affect battery life a bit, but the app will keep running in the background and send you notifications right away. Step-by-step instructions: Open your device settings. Tap on "Battery". Select the "Battery Optimization" option. Select the app, then
tap Don't optimize. Hide sensitive information on the lock screen Ryan-Thomas Shaw / Android Authority You can view notifications like text messages and emails right on your Android device's lock screen. While this is a great feature, it's not the best in terms of privacy. Other people can see these messages (or at least parts of them) when they
receive your device, even if it's locked. For more privacy, you can hide sensitive notifications on the lock screen. Just go to Settings > Apps & notifications > Notifications and then turn off "Sensitive notifications". The path may vary from device to device, so you may need to dig a little deeper into the settings. So the next time you receive a
notification (e.g. an SMS), the content of the message and also the name of the sender. does not appear on the lock screen. Your curious friends won't see anything that's only for your eyes. Step-by-step guide: Open the Android settings menu. Tap on "Apps and notifications". Select the "Notification" option. Disable "Sensitive notifications". Here are
our tips for Android settings you should change to improve security, privacy, and productivity. If you can think of a few more to add to the list, be sure to let us know in the comments below. In a world once dominated by dedicated mobile gaming devices, smartphones have started to take over and empower gamersgo to other worlds while traveling. If
you're using an Android smartphone to jump into your favorite titles like Fortnite, Call of Duty Mobile, or any of the best Android games, consider adjusting your settings for the best possible experience. Here's how to optimize your Android smartphone for games. Adjusting System Settings The best place to start optimizing your Android smartphone
for games is to dig into system settings. The Settings app on your smartphone isn't just a place to change your device's wallpaper; you control the operation of your device. Below are a few Android settings that you should pay attention to and how to adjust them for the best gaming experience. Use the fastest cellular network Your device's network
mode determines which mobile technology your device uses to connect to the Internet. You may be playing on a smartphone that supports 4G LTE or better yet 5G, in that case make sure the correct technology is turned on to reduce lag or other connection issues. On most Android devices, you can choose the fastest cellular network by following
these steps: Step 1. Open the Settings app. Step 2. Select Network and Internet and then Cellular. Step 3: Tap on Advanced and then on Preferred Network Type. Step 4. Select Global to allow the device to optimize its connection. If you have a Samsung Galaxy device, follow these steps: Step 1: Open the Settings app. Step 2. Select Connection. Step
3: Select Cellular Networks. Step 4. In network mode, select the option at the top of the list. For 5G smartphones, this option will be 5G / LTE / 3G / 2G (automatic connection). Enabling Dolby Atmos for Games If you have a Samsung Galaxy device, it can support Dolby Atmos as well as the more customized Dolby Atmos for games. The Dolby Atmos
setting applies the effect to the sound of the device for a more immersive sound and experience. Here's how to turn it onAtmos on Galaxy device: Step 1. Open the Settings app. Step 2: Select Sounds and Vibrations. Step 3: Select sound quality and effects. Step 4. Make sure both Dolby Atmos and Dolby Atmos for Gaming are turned on. Enable high
refresh rate displays High refresh rates are quickly becoming a key feature of Android smartphones. Motion on the screen appears smoother when a high refresh rate is enabled because the screen updates the image faster than the average display. Not all games benefit from fast screen refresh, but this trick will give the best possible response for
those that do. This setting can be found on some Android smartphones by opening the Settings app and searching for Refresh Rate or Motion Smoothness. Here's how to adjust this setting on supported Galaxy devices: Step 1. Open the Settings app. Step 2: Select View. Step 3: Select Motion Smoothness. Step 4: Select High and click Apply. Managing
background apps No matter how well you optimize your gaming rig, it doesn't matter if you have a collection of background apps. Your Android device has a limited amount of resources to devote to its operation, and having apps running in the background will prevent the game from taking full advantage of the hardware. Don't forget to close all
background apps before starting the game. For more information, see our dedicated guide to managing background apps. Using special game programs Another way to get the best performance from your Android smartphone is to use a special game acceleration app. Many smartphones now come with booster mode, including OnePlus and Samsung
phones, but if you don't have one, you can download a third-party app. Our favorite is BGNmobi Game Booster; This free app is ad-supported, but there is also an ad-free paid version. After installing Game Booster, the program will startfree resources every time you start the game. It can also display your frames per second (FPS) on the screen, as
well as an on-screen crosshair for first-person shooters. Download Game Booster: If you have a Samsung Galaxy device, you can use the built-in game plugins to improve your games while you play. Just launch Game Plugins and make sure Game Booster Plus is enabled. You can further customize your experience by choosing your preferred
optimization for each game on your device, including battery saving, balancing, maximum FPS, and high quality. Andy Boxall/Digital Trends Buy a gaming smartphone Let's start this sentence off with a bit of a contradiction - you don't need a gaming smartphone to play video games. Some manufacturers, such as ASUS with the ROG Phone 3 and
Razer with the cleverly named Razer Phone 2, are offering smartphones that promise enhanced gaming performance. While the performance of these smartphones is indeed excellent for gaming, it doesn't have to be great. If you're interested, check out our gaming smartphone buyer's guide for our latest top picks. Editor's recommendation
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